Labor Budget
Delivers for
Batman

‘l’ﬁe Rudd Labor Government has delivered

its first Budget and it is a Budget focussed

on huilding a strong economy and delivering for
working families.

We are providing a 355 billion Working

Families Support Package to fund our election
commitments and help people meet the increasing
costs of living by providing tax cuts, and help with
childcare fees and the costs of education.

We have also met our commitments to the
Education Revolution ($5.9 hilion), to climate
change and water ($2.3 billion), and to ending the
blame game over cur hospitals ($3.2 billion).

\We have announced three new multi-billion dollar
funds — the Building Australia Fund; the Education
Investment Fund; and the Health and Hospitals
Fund.

- The $20b Building Australia Fund will pay
for ongoing improvements in our roads, ports,
railways and telecommunications infrastructure

- The $11b Education Investment Fund will pay
for ongoing improvements in our TAFEs and
universities as part of the Education Revolution

- The $10b Health and Hospitals Fund will pay for
better hospitals, better healthcare generally, and
important medical research :

Every single dollar of new spending has been more
than matched by spending cuts elsewhere in the
Budgst, which makes this the most responsible
Budget in years.

We've done our best to spare working families from
necessary Budget cuts elsewhere.

We have built a strong surplus because it is

an important way to fight inflation and invest in
long term improvements in our hospitals, roads,
universities and TAFEs.

We have made the tax and welfare system fairer, to
close loopholes and ensure multi-milicnaires aren't
getting welfare payments they don't need.

Anzac Legend

Key Anzac Day services were held in several
areas of the Batman region again this year
and Martin Ferguson attended a commemoration
at Fairfield RSL to honour the generations of men
and women who have served our nation in times

of war and peace.

Anzac Day is a chance for Australians to
remember the brave women and men who have
served, and continue to serve, our country at
home and abroad.

Ninety-three years ago, at dawn on 25 April
1915, the first Australian soldiers left their ships
and came ashore under fire on Turkey's Gallipoli
peninsula.

That spirit of Anzac extended beyond the shores
of Gallipoli, notably on the Western Front where
Australia suffered great losses. 2008 marks

the 90th anniversaries of the final batiles of the
war, including at Villers-Bretonneux. This year
the Australian Government, with the assistance
of the French authorities, hosted a special, one
off, Anzac Day Dawn Service at the Australian
Memaorial at Villers-Bretonnetx.

The Anzac ideals of determination, courage and
senvice have stood since that first Anzac Day and
continue in today's Australian Defence Force.,
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Anzac Day is also a time to help younger
Australians understand the significance of our
wartime history. It is Important that younger
generations understand how the Anzac legend
has helpad shape Australia as a nation and its
part in defining our national identity.

One of the best ways to do this is to attend
the local Anzac Day service and talk to the
velerans, to hear their stories and learn first
hand about their extraordinary experiences.

Hundreds of thousands of Australians
gathered at home and overseas on Anzac
Day to acknowledge those who serve and
have served in defence of cur nation. We
remembered more than 102,000 servicemen
and women who have lost their lives in
Australia’s service.

Australian
Defence Medal
Presentation

After the Anzac dawn service on 25 April
008, at a breakfast hosted by the Fairfield
RSL, Martin presented four recipients with the
Australian Defence Medal.

The four medal recipients were Brian HEALY,
Brian McCALLUM , William McCANN  and
Andrew WILLIAMS.,

Also in attendance was LTCOL Craig Atkins
who was the military representative for the
Batman AD Medal presentations, along with
family and friends of the recipients.

The AD Medal seeks to recognise the service
of members of the Australian Defence

Force, past and present who have made a
commitment and contribution to our nation’s
securily.

The AD Medal is awarded to Regular and
Reserve Force members who have completed
their initial enlistment period or four years
service, whichever is the lesser, since 3
September, 1945, This time frame reflects the
Government's commitment to recognising the
significance of their service Lo our nation.

If you are eligible to receive this medal please
contact Heam in my office on 9416 8690




Primary School
Student Thanks Your
Local Member

onigue McShanag, a student from
M Kingsbury Primary School, recently
wrote to Martin Ferguson thanking him for an
award she received from him and expressed
the great pleasure that it gave her.

She further wrote about the admiration she
had for Martin’s wonderful work within the
community and said she looked up to him as
a role model because of the work he did was
so worthwhile.

Monigue further expressed that Martin’s

work inspired her to one day show the same
leadership that he demonstrates everyday.

KEY ISSUES RAISED AT
BATMAN LOCAL 2020
SCHOOL SUMMIT

artin Ferguson wishes to thank the local schools and students
who made the local 2020 summit such a success on April 12,
2008.

Farticipants had a broad range of creative ideas relating to the building
of a modern Australia - both at a local and a national level.

Key issued raised included transport, health, housing, employment
and industrial relations, school funding, broadband, racism, national
security, and Centrelink.

Not surprisingly, this list reflects many of the issues | discussed with
residents during the election campaign.

The schools summit was about placing our thoughts and ideas on the
record and ensuring we played a part in the major national summit,
which took place on the 19 and 20 April 2008, to help shape a long
term strategy for the nation’s future.

The schocls summit focused mainly on the same ten key arsas

as Australia 2020 - the economy, the nation's infrastructure, our
environment, our farmers, healthcare, indigenous Australians, the
arts, national security, improving the system of government and
strengthening our communities.

It followed on from summits held by local schools. Two delegates
from each school were invited to attend the Batman schools summit
at Martin's office. Students were very keen to have a direct say in the
future of Australia.

All ideas from the local summit were submitted to Canberra by the
students for inclusion as a formal submission to Australia 2020.

We now look forward to seeing the outcomes from the Australia 2020
summit presented in Canberra helping the Rudd Labor Government
turn our nation’s potential into a reality.

www.martinferguson.com.au



The Apology

ebruary 13, 2008 was a historic day for Australia and one that was
long overdue.

That day saw Prime Minister Kevin Rudd stand in the House of Representatives
in Parliament House in Canberra to apologise to the Indigenous pecple of
Australia for the injustices of the past.

As a Member of Parliament, | am proud to have been part of this momentous
event. There comes a time in the history of nations when their peoples must
become fully reconciled to their past if they are to go forward with confidence to
embrace their future.

Earlier this year, on that momentous day, Australia, reached such a time.
Below is the motion the Prime Minister moved as part of his speech:

Today we honour the Indigenous peoples of this land, the cldest continuing
cultures in hurman history.

We reflect on their past mistreatment.

We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who were Stolen
Generations—this blemished chapter in our nation’s history.

The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia's history
by righting the wrongs of the past and so moving forward with confidence to
the future.

We apologise for the laws and policies of successive Parliaments and
governments that have inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss on these our
fellow Australians.

We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children from their families, their communities and their country.

RATIFYING THE

KYOTO PROTOCOL

he Government of John Howard had 11 years to consider
whether or not to sign the Kyoto Protocal.

It took the Rudd Labor Government less than 11 weeks to act on
this important issue and we are now part of the global solution to
climate change.

Within weeks of being sworn into Government, the Rudd Labor
Government officially ratified the Kyoto Protocol.

This was an important step forward towards Australia’s accepting its

global environmental responsibilities and it demonstrates this Government's

commitment to tackling climate change.

After so many years of neglect under the previous Government, we are sending a
clear signal to the world that Australia is acting responsibility on climate change.

The signing of the Protocol also means that Australia has secured its place at the
negotiation table of the next round of global emissions discussions post-Kyoto in 2012,

Thanks to the swift action of the Prime Minister, Australia is now a full member of
the Kyoto Protocol which is considered to be the most far-reaching agreement on

environment and sustainable development ever adopted.

For the pain, suffering and hurt of these Stolen Generations, their descendants
and for their families left behind, we say sormy.

To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and the sisters, for the breaking up
of families and communities, we say oy,

And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a
proud culture, we say sorry.

We the Parliament of Australia respectiully request that this apology be received
in the spirit in which it is offered as part of the healing of the nation.

For the future we take heart; resalving that this new page in the history of our
great continent can now be written.

\We today take this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a
future that embraces all Australians.

A future where: this Parliament resolves that the injustices of the past must never,
never happen again.

A future where we harness the determination of all Australians, Indigencus
and non-Indigenous, to close the gap that lies between us in life expectancy,
educational achisvement and economic oppartunity.

A future where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to enduring problems
where old approaches have failed.

A future based on mutual respect, mutual resolve and mutual responsibility.

A future where all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, with
equal opportunities and with an equal stake in shaping the next chapter in the
history of this great country, Australia.

The Rudd Government has put Australia on track to meet its Kyoto target. Under the
previous Government’s policies, Australia was going to miss the Kyoto target.

Australia’s official declaration demonstrates to the global community that we are taking
the challenges of climate change seriously and that is a significant step forward in our
efforts to fight climate change domaestically and with the international community.

The Australian Government will seek to strengthen its cooperation with other countries
on climate change as we continue to pursue a future international agreement that is
both equitable and effective.

www.martin




A waistline of more than 100cms for men and more
than 90cms for women puts you in the highest risk
category for Type 2 Diabetes.

Type 2 Diabetes can be prevented. Take the free
risk test at www.diabetesvic.org.au.

Talk to your GP today — you may be referred to a

“Life!” course in your area.

For more information contact the Diabetes Infoline:

1300 136 588.

Australian Organ
Donor Register

—l"he Australian Organ Donor Register is
administered by Medicare Australia on
behalf of the Australian Government and
provides a simple way for people to record
their consent (or objection) to becoming an
organ and/or tissue donor.

Since January 2005 the Australian Organ
Donor Register has operated as a Register
of consent, enabling individuals to recard
their legal decision to become &an organ or
tissue donor after death.

Health Ministers agreed that the Australian
Organ Donor Register would be the only
national register for organ and/or tissue
donation.

The Doner Register will ensure that your
consent (or objection) to donating organs
and/or tissue for transplantation can be
verified 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
by authorised medical personnel, anywhere
in Australia.

In the event of your death, information about
your decision will be accessed from the
Donor Register, and provided ta your family,
It is important that you talk with your farmiily
before registering your decision.

You can visit the Australian Organ Donor
Register on www.medicareaustralia.govau
to find out what's happening in your state or
territory.  This Is your oppartunitity to ‘sign
on to save lives’ by registering online.

Type 2 Diabetes
— Test Yourself

Are you at risk of Type 2 Diabetes?

SOME INFORMATION
KITS AND
INFORMATION THAT
CAN BE REQUESTED
FROM MY OFFICE BY
PHONING MY OFFICE
ON 9416 8690

THE LITTLE BLACK BOOK

OF SCAMS

This book offers consumers tips

on how to protect themselves from
scams, how to minimise damage if
they are scammed and how to report
a scam.

BUYING AUSTRALIAN MADE
Thousands of great Australian ideas
and products all made in Australia.

LEGAL INFORMATION KIT
Information guide prepared to reflect
Victorian Law

DO NOT CALL REGISTER

The Register has been set up by the
Australian Government in response
to community concern about the
growth in unsolicited telemarketing
calls.

FOOD & NUTRITION
INFORMATION KIT

A guide on food and nutrition which
also includes the official Food
Additives Guide.

REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS
GRANT SUCCESS

Federal Regional Partnership Grant of $400,000 has been allocated to Darebin City
Council to part-fund the construction of the new East Reservoir Neighbourhood House
and Community Hui.

This impertant community initiative is in an area of high socio-economic disadvantage

in the Batman electorate. The Neighbourhood House and Community Hub is being
developed as a partnership project involving contributiens from Councill, State Government,
and Preston Reservoir Adult Community Education.

The Neighbourhood House and Community Hub will target disadvantaged groups in East
Reservoir and surrounds.

The new Centre will provide community development and social, education and
recreational aclivities in a supportive environment and will coordinate employment, training
and social development activities.

The Budd Labor Government will continue to support and invest in guality social inclusion
programs relevant to local need.

www.martinferguson.com.au




